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St ate of WAshi ngt on 59th Legislature 2006 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representative Kessler

Read first tine . Referred to .

TO THE HONCRABLE GEORGE W BUSH, PRESI DENT OF THE UNI TED STATES,
AND TO THE PRESI DENT OF THE SENATE AND THE SPEAKER COF THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES, AND TO THE SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF THE
UNI TED STATES, | N CONGRESS ASSEMBLED, AND TO THE SECRETARY OF HOVELAND
SECURI TY, AND TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE:

We, your Menorialists, the Senate and House of Representatives of
the State of Washington, in |legislative session assenbled, respectfully
represent and petition as follows:

WHEREAS, The United States and Canada have the largest trading
rel ati onship of any two countries in the world; and

VWHEREAS, Approximately one billion eight mllion dollars in two-way
trade crosses the Canadi an-United States border on a daily basis; and

VWHEREAS, There are approximately thirty-five mllion visits by
Canadians to the United States, with an inpact of eleven billion
dollars on the econony of the United States, each year; and

WHEREAS, One in three jobs in Wshington are dependent on
i nternational trade; and

VWHEREAS, Washi ngton exported over four billion dollars in goods to
Canada in 2004; and
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VWHEREAS, The hosting of the 2010 Wnter dynpic and Paral ynpic
Ganmes by Vancouver, British Colunbia, Canada will bring mllions of
tourists to the region, with many of themvisiting Washi ngton as well;
and

VWHEREAS, The Western Hem sphere Travel Initiative, and its passport
requi renents for persons entering the United States is scheduled to
begi n Decenber 31, 2006; and

WHEREAS, Many residents of the United States and Canada are not
fully aware of the requirenents of the Wstern Hem sphere Travel
Initiative; and

WHEREAS, Many famlies cannot afford the costs of obtaining
passports for all its nenbers; and

WHEREAS, The United States Real -1D Drivers' License Act has simlar
provisions to the Western Hem sphere Travel Initiative, but does not
take effect until January 2009;

NOW THEREFORE, Your Menorialists respectfully pray that the
passport requirenents of the Western Hem sphere Travel Initiative be
del ayed until January 1, 20009.

BE IT RESOLVED, That <copies of this Menorial be imediately
transmtted to the Honorable George W Bush, President of the United
States, the President of the United States Senate, the Speaker of the
House of Representatives, and each nenber of Congress fromthe State of
Washi ngton, the Secretary of Honmeland Security, and the Secretary of
the State.

~-- END ---
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